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CBeua

qTO AEAAET CHAYaAd YEAOBEK, IIEPECTYMHBIUUI IOpor xpama? B aesatu
CAYYAsIX U3 ACCATH—IIOAXOAUT K CB€YHOMY SIIHKY. C MaACHBKOH BOCKOBOI
CBEYKH HAYMHACTCS HALlE IIPAKTHIECKOE XPUCTHAHCTBO, IPUOOIeHHE K 0OPsIAY.
HeB0o3MOoXHO npeacTaBuThb ceOe PaBOCAABHBLI XPaM, B KOTOPOM HE 3a5KUTAI0T
CBEYEH...

ToakoBaTeab AUTYprun 6aaxenHprsi CuMeoH CoayHckuii (XV BEK) TOBOPHUT,
4TO YHCTHIH BOCK O3HAYAET YUCTOTY U HECKBEPHOCTD AIOACH, €0 IPUHOCSIIHX.
OH npHHOCHUTCS B 3HAK HAIIETO PACKasHUA B YIIOPCTBE M CAMOBOAUH. MsirkocTs
U IOAATAHBOCTh BOCKA TOBOPUT O HAallled TOTOBHOCTH IOCAyuIaHus bory.
TopeHue cBeun CUMBOAM3UPYET TEAOTY Hawleil Ar00Bu k bory. Heansst craButs
CBEUKY GOPMAABHO, C XOAOAHBIM CepAlleM. BHelHee AeficTBHE AOAXKHO OBITH
AOIIOAHEHO MOAHTBOH, XOTs OBI CaMOH IPOCTOM, CBOUMH CAOBAMHU.

CBeun HEH3MEHHO 3)KHIAIOTCS Ha LIEPKOBHBIX cAyxbax. Ceuy Aepxar B
PYKax HOBOKPEILCHBIE U COYETAIOIIMECS] TAMHCTBOM Opaka. Cpear MHOXKeCTBa
FOPSILIMX CBEYEH COBEPIIAECTCS YMH OTIEeBaHUsA. [ IpUKpbIBas OroHeK cBeyH OT
BeTpa, OOrOMOABLIBI HAYT Ha KpPecTHbIN X0A. Her 00s13aTeAbHBIX IpaBuA, KyAa
M CKOABKO CTaBHTb cBedeil. VIx moxynka—maaast sxeprsa bory, o06poBoabHast
U HeoOpemeHuTeAbHasi. Aoporast 0oablIasi cBeda BOBCE He 0OaaroparHee
MaACHBKOM.

Te, KTO HCIIPABHO MOCEILAIOT XPaM, OOBIKHOBEHHO CTABST HECKOABKO CBEUCH:
[PasAHUYHON HKOHE, ACXKAILEH Ha AHAAOE TOCPEAH LiepkBH; 06pasy Criacureast
uau boropoanusl—o sapaBuu cBOMX OAM3KHX, PacrsaTuio Ha IPSIMOYTOABHBLIL
CTOAMK-TIOACBEYHHUK (KaHYH)—O0 yIIOKOCHUH yconumx. Ecan xeaaer cepane—
MOXHO IIOCTABUTb CBEYKY AI0OOMY CBSTOMY HAU CBSITHIM.

MHorpa caygaeTcst Tak, 9TO B IOACBEYHHKE [EPEA HKOHOM HET CBOOOAHOTO
MecTa, BCe 3aHsAThI ropsmumu cBedamu. He caeayer paau cobcTBeHHOM cBedn
FacUTh 4y)XYIO, YMECTHEE MOMPOCUTh CAYKHTEAS ITOCTaBUTh ee modxe. M He
HAAO CMYLIATBCS, YTO BAIIY HEAOTOPEBLIYIO CBEYKY ITOTACHAH IO OKOHYAHHH
cAyx6b1—xepTBa yxe npunsta borom. Hesasem cayuiars pasroBopbi o Tom, 410
CBEYKY CACAYET CTABUTDb TOABKO IIPABOI PYKOH; 4TO, ECAU OHA [IOTYXAd—S3HAYHUT,
OYAYT HECYACTbsl; YTO ONAABASITH HIDKHMII KOHEL| CBEYH AASl yCTOMYHBOCTH B
AYHKe—CMEPTHBIN rpeX, U T.I. OKOAOLIEPKOBHBIX CYEBEPUI MHOTO U BCE OHH
6eCcCMBICACHHBHI.

Bory npusitaa Bockoast ceva. Ho ropenue cepania On uenur 6oasue. Hamra
AYXOBHas1 )KH3Hb, y4aCTHE B OOTOCAY>KEHHHU He OrpaHr4uBaioTcs cBeukoit. Cama
no cebe oHa He OCBOOOAUT OT IPEXOB, HE COCAUHUT ¢ boroM, He AacT cua K
HeBUAUMOH Opanu. CBeya II0AHA CHMBOAMYECKOTO 3HAYCHUSI, HO HAC CIIACACT
HE CHMBOA, 2 IIOAAUHHAsI CYIHOCTb—DbosxecTBeHHAs 6AaroAaTh.

A Candle

hat does a person entering church do first of all? In nine cases out of ten

—he buys a candle. Our joining the real Christian rituality begins with
a small wax candle. It is impossible to imagine an Orthodox church without
burning candles.

The interpreter of the Liturgy, the Holy Fool-for-Christ Simeon of
Thessalonica (XV century), said that pure wax symbolizes the purity and
innocence of people offering it. The wax is offered as a sign of our repentance
for our obstinacy and willfulness. The softness and malleability of the wax speak
of our readiness to obey God. The flame of the candle shows the warmth of love
to God. We should not put up a candle just for the sake of the ritual, with our
remaining cold. The outward action must be supported by a prayer, be it even a
simple one expressed in your own words.

Candles are indispensable during church services. The newly baptized and
those undergoing the mystery of marriage are holding candles. The burial
service is read in in the presence of many burning candles. Believers are forming
a procession of the Cross holding candles and shielding the flame from the wind
with their hands. There are no strict rules about the number of candles to be put
or any definite place to put them. To buy a candle is a small sacrifice to God, a
sacrifice which is voluntary and not burdensome. A bigand expensive candle is
not more gracious than a small one.

Those who come to church regularly usually put several candles: to the icon
celebrated on that day—it is usually placed on the lectern in the center of the
church; also to the icons of the Savior and the Holy Theotokos—in a prayer for
the your living relations, to the Crucifix on a small rectangular table holding
candles (canon) for the departed to rest in peace. If you wish you can put a
candle to any icon of a saint or saints.

Sometimes there are so many burning candles on the candleholder in front of
an icon that there is no room to put yours. You should not put out somebody
else’s candle for the sake of yours, it would be better to ask someone working in
the church to put it there later. Do not be embarrassed by somebody putting out
your candle when the service is over—the sacrifice has already been accepted by
God. You should not listen to ales about the necessity to put a candle only with
your right hand, about the misfortunes to happen if the flame of your candle
went out, and that it is a deadly sin to melt the candle at the bottom in order
to fix it better in the candleholder, etc. There are many superstitions associated
with church and all of them are meaningless.

Your bees wax candle is pleasing to God. But He appreciates the burning
ardor of your heart much more. Our spiritual life and participation in service
cannot be limited to putting up a candle. The candle itself would not deliver us
from sins, would not bring us closer to God, neither will it give us strength for
resistance in the invisible battle. A candle is full of symbolic meaning, but we are
saved not by a symbol, but by a real entity— God’s grace.



